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REP LY, &c. 


Addreſs, but more aptly your paſ- 
—— oral 32 to the . was 2 
at my Houſe; the very Title-Page of which 
evinced Madneſs or Inſolency to Perfection. 
Had I been at Home, both your Meſſenger 
and Preſent had been diſmiſs d with a woe 
Reſentment for the Afront. In my humble 
Opinion, I ſhould have ſhewed too much Ho- 
nour to any Preſbyter, and too little to any 


58 of our Church by 8 a Thing, 
| To be plain wi ou Sir, it 


came quite too late for me, who had heard, 
from a ſingle Charge of a worthy Dioceſan, In- 
ſtruction fafficient to ſuperſede the Neceſſity 
of your Impertinence. My preſent, and fu- 
ture Province is rather to practiſe, than learn 
my — — 


Bur to ſome of the Clergy of this * it 
came unqueſtionably very opportune, as 
neither heard the above, nor in your Opi- 
nion is there any Probability of their hearing 
% 2 the 


cy 


l > by 1 
g - & 


* 4 


* Was attending a Funeral (admit my 
I Adology for Abſence) when your 


[ 4 ] 


the like. For ſurely you conclude, that 
ſome of our Bzſhops are leaden Doctors, and 
cannot; or that they are influenc'd by ſome 


Motive or other, and ſo do not diſcharge the 


Offices of their Functions ; otherwiſe I am 
entirely at a Loſs to conceive, what cou'd in- 


duce you, thus ſindecently to uſurp their 


Chairs, and addreſs the whole Body of the 


Clergy... 


om. ot 


. Hap you tried the Experiment firſt of all 


upon the Teachers of the ſeparate Congrega- 

tions in our Nation, of e Denomi na- 
tion, whom Gop has called, you ſay, fo watch 
over the Souls of others, as they that muſt give an 
Account; your ill Succeſs would probably have 


I 


revented any farther Attempt of that Kind. 
am very much miſtaken if in ſeven Vears, 


with your utmoſt Abilities, and moſt unwea- 


ried Endeavours, join'd with the earneſt Wiſhes 


of Succeſs from all the OS... 
have convinc'd a ſingle Female Orater. he 


| Harveſt being great, and the Labourers few, 
Women, are admitted Fellow-Helpers with 


the Men, being allow'd to hold forth in cer- 
tain Congregations, for the Work of the M:- 


niſtry, for Edification and Inſtruction in Righ- 


tecuſneſs. However rude and empty in Know- 
ledge you may find ſuch, © they are certainly 
the moſt petulant Creatures in the World, 
and are far ier in their own Eyes, than ſeventy 
Times ſeven Men that can render a Reaſon. 


Reaſoning therefore is not the Mabon to 
be 


[3] 
be uſed with them. You cannot deal with 
them thus. They ſcorn being convinced; 
nor can they be filenc'd, but in their own 
Way,” by being talk'd out of Breath, as 
much as in the Grave. 


| _ Yov may begin with, and inſiſt upon the 

Gifts that are from Nature, a good Under/tand- 
ing, a clear Apprehen/ion, a ſound Judgment; 
the Anſwer is ready, he Power is , Gop, 
and not of Us. © Your Capacity of Reaſoning 
with ſome Cloſeneſs* will be as eaſily an- 
ſwer d by a Loguacity almoſt endleſs. All 
your human Learning will be filenc'd, with 
Science falſly ſo calld; your © Knowledge of 
Tongues,” with thou has not learn'd thy 
A. B. C. in CHRIST, and all your © Live- 
lineſ and Readineſs of Thought,” with ſenſe- 
leſs Cart. 


Now if, after exerciſing the Patience of 
Job with this Female Prieſthood you ſuc- 
ceed no better; with their Male Prie/thoaod 
you . will ſucceed worſe. For ſhould: you 
but once mention Logich, the Mathema- 
ticks, and Geometry; or the acquiring the 
Knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew 
Tongues,” as neceſſary to the Explanation 
of holy Scripture; the Law as a Shadow 
only of better Things to come, is done away, 
they will tell you, in CyrIsT. The written 
Word they have long ſince rejected, as Duff, 
Serpents Meat, the Refuſe, and Off-fcouring 

O 
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1 
of all Things. The Goſpel they aver to be 
written in the inner Man; and the Light within 
them to be their Index. They will make a 
Mock and Scorn of you, and your dark Lan- 
born human Helps, as better adapted for ob- 


ſcuring and extinguiſhing, than brightening 


and increaſing this all-ſufficient Light within 
tbem. | | 


AppkRxss yourſelf ſeriouſſy to the many 


ignorant Perſons, that officiate as Prieſis, in 


other ſeperate Congregations. Aſk them, 
how they dare intrude themſelves into the 
Prieſthood, having been brought up to 
Trade ; .or how they, who hardly underſtand 
their Mother-Tongue, ſhould yet undertake 
to unfold and explain the holy Scriptures ; 
which as an Apoſtle informs us, ſome Per- 
ſons that are unlearned, wreſt to their own 
DEzsTRUCT10N ? In Anſwer to this, they will 
alſo aſk you, with what Face you can put 
ſuch Queſtions to them? You, who have 
introduced, or permitted to officiate for Prieſſs 
in your Conventicles, forme of the loweſt 
Claſs of the People, worſe qualified than 
Jeroboams Prieſts were? For they received 
of him their Conſecration, whereas theſe 
may pretend to a Call from Gop, but dont 
in the leaſt pretend to be ordered of Men. 


\; You coax and wheedle Folk into your Soci- 

| ety, by the Harmleſneſs of the Dove; you 

ne- drau and clee-ſtitch ſuch, as don't choſe 
| 


to 


31 


to be linked into your Chain; you compel 
others by the gentle Twig of your Compaſ- 
ion; and Dragoon in the Stragglers by the. 
Sword of the Spirit, You buoy up filly 
Women laden <vith Sins, into a finleſs Per- 
fection. Thoſe meek Lambs of CuRist, . 
(well learned, howſoever taught,) abound 
with the moſt uncharitable Cenſures towards 
others, as are not exactly of their Way of 
thinking. They are ſo weak as to expect, 
that we ſhould verily believe, their modeſt 
Pretenſions to an Angelical Purity; tho' the 
apparent Want of Charity, the Bond of Per- 
fettneſs, be the cleareſt Demonſtration of the 
contrary. The following Inſtance may elu- 
cidate, both the Spirit of your Doctrine and 
Teachers. A moſt ſtrict Follower of you, 
led by meer Fancy .or Curiofity, rode to a 
Country Fair; for which his infallible Paſtor 
thundered out, a moſt terrible Anathema a-' 
gainſt him; declaring that not only he, but 
alſo all they that went to that Fair, would be 
damned: And on ſome following Lorp's 
Day,—level'd a whole Sermon againſt him. 
The aforeſaid Perſon moſt ſolemnly declares, 
that having taken a curſory View of the faid 
Fair, he returned forthwith to higgHome; 
without fitting” down, eating, drinking, or 
ſo much as ſpeaking a Word to any Perſon. 
His ſpiritually diſcerning Paſtor, it ſeems, ſaw 
an unpardonable &i in this, with a fingle Eye, 
where the other could not perceive the leaſt 
_ Offence 


- 


81 
Offence with both ; and therefore cautiouſly 


abſtains, from preſuming to defile ſuch holy 
Aſemblies, with his Preſence, 


WovLD you addreſs yourſelf, to the 
Teachers of other ſeparate Congregations ? 
You'd receive a ſhorter Anſwer; that they 
were determin'd to ſubmit to no other Biſbop, 
but the great Biſop of Souls. However all of 
them are obliged to you, for your Acknow- 
ledgements of their being call'd by  Gop, to 
watchover the Souls of others; and you will high- 


ly merit their united Thanks, when you ſhall 


have proved your Aſſertion. 


Wurxx it is objected to ſome, what Sort of 


Doctrine is mis >» 2 delivered by the Speak- 


ers, in their Meetings; they frankly acknow- 
ledge, that they permit all to teach amongſt 
them, that think they have the Spirit of Gop. 
They dont pretend to be infallible Judges ; or 
to have the Knack, that invaluable Secret, of 
Spiritual Diſcernment. Their Preachers have 
a moſt compendious Method, an eaſy Way of 
proving, each his particular Call: A ſingle 


fay ſo ſatisfies theſe plain People, void of 


all Hypgrri/y, and all Guile, I cannot 
imagine, what other Proof beſides the fore- 
going, you will be able to produce for them ; 
but *till you have, this weighty Affair muſt 


| reſt on ſo ſlender, or rather no Manner of 


Proof at all. 
Tux 


[9] 


Tux Defenders of Preſbyter-Ordination, 
how much ſoever they would rejoice, to ſee 
their Ordination proved truely Apoſtolical; 
are too conſcious to themſelves, that all has 
been ſaid, and all done, in Support of a 
favourite Cauſe ;- that human Wit and Learn- 


ing, rack'd and tortur'd in the higheſt De- 


gree, can 8 and therefore that the 
ableſt Scribe, tho he bring out of bis Trea- 
fures Things new and old, can never better their 


Cauſe. I ſay not this to diſcourage your 


Search, but will undertake to conclude for 
you myſelf, that after the ſtricteſt Peruſal of 
the Fathers, and all the beſt Writersz your 
Confeſſion will amount to no more, than an 
ingenious Author's, lately employed in ſearch- 
ing after Proofs, for the, Infallibility of the 


Pope, did; that the more you read, the leſs 


you was able to prove it. 


As to the Power of Laymen to conſecrate 
and ordain Miniſters of the Goſpel, it is ſuch 
a Monſter in Nature, that when you are able 
to prove, that the Feet ought to give Laws 
to, rule, and govern the Head; you may 
prove the Reaſonableneſs and Legality of it. 


As our Saviour whilſt on Earth; under- 
went all that he was to ſuffer ; ſo did he finiſh 
all that,” which became him to perform ; as 
he had undertaken to accompliſh, throughout 

B all 
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all the ſucceeding Ages of the World, his Me- 
diation betwixt an offended Gop, and a rebel- 
lious and diſobedient Creature. Amongſt the 
various Kinds of which, that of embodying 
his Church under an orderly Government, 
was none of the leaſt; in order to propagate 
and pe te what he had ſo well begun. 
He ordained firſt of all Apoſtles, who were to 
diſperſe his Doctrines throughout the World, 
and gave them alſo Authority to conſtitute a 
Prieſthood, ſettled upon a new Commiſſion, 
and of another Nature from that of the Jews; 
not only becauſe of its Spirituality, but by de- 
volving, and limiting the Power of it by their 
proper Determination, to a ſelect Body of 
Men. He authorizes them likewiſe with 
Reſpect to the Diſcipline of his Church, to 
frame fuch a Government for it, as the Spirit 
of Gop ſhould direct, to be moſt agreeable 
to thoſe extraordinary, to thoſe pure Doctrines 
on which its Eſſentiality was founded. Which 
Commiſſion of theirs they executed wiſely 
and faithfully ; inſtituting and appointing fuch 
a Miniſtry, as neither the 22 of Per- 
ſecutions, nor the more dangerous Deſigns of 
pretended Friends, have been able to move 
from its ſtable Foundation even to this Day, 
no nor ever ſhall be, as long as the World 
endureth, For to the Apoſtles Sucreſſors is 
the Promiſe of our Saviour made: Lo I am 
with you alway, even unto the End of the World. 
And upon this Account it was, that who- 

* ever 
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ever pretended to lay a Claim to any Office 
in the Church, without being able to make 
good his Authority, by Courſe of Succeſſion 
from the viſible Act of thoſe, who were firſt 
entruſted with it, were in St. Jerome 's Days 
taken for Fanatichs; for he tells us that there 
were in his Time, Perſons that took for Le- 
vites, Fanaticks to officiate in Gop's Worſhip; 
even ſuch as were not ſent, nor call'd as was 
Aaron. And he further adds in his Com- 
ments upon Hoſea, that they were Men 
Drunk, but not with Wine, who were as 
unable to produce a reaſonable Plea for ſo 
daring, ſo preſumptuous an Action, to any 
that ſhould require it of them, as to ſhew 
by what Authority they preached, having 
never been ent. That no Man ought. to 
meddle with the Execution of the ſacred Of- 
fices of the Miniſtry, without an immediate 
and miraculous Call from Gop; as the Apoſ-. 
tles and firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity had; or 
a mediate, an ordinary One by them or their 
lawful Succeſſors, to ſuch an Office ; is evi- 
dent from theſe Words, how ſhall they preach, 
except they be ſent ? An immediate Call from. 
Gop will, I doubt not, be alledged as a Rea- 
ſon, why ſo many Perſons of the lower Claſs 
have in thoſe few Years paſt, undertaken the 
Work of the Miniſtry; to preach the Goſpel; 
to be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, without 


any Ordination from thoſe that have a lawful 
Authority 


| 
[ 
; 


Tor. 


Vim 
Authority to conſtitute, and ſend Labourers 
into the LoxD's Vineyard. 


Tur ſome have been too forward in in- 
truding themſelves into the Prieſts Office, is 
very notorious under the Law, but more eſ- 
pecially under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. Even 
as early as the Apoſtles Days this Zeal began: 
For we find St. Paul acquainting Timothy, 
that ſome were deſirous of being Teachers, 
whoſe Capacities but barely qualified them for 
the loweſt Claſs of Hearers. It is not altoge- 
ther improbable, that the Perſons before men- 
tioned had heard from others, the great Com- 
mendation of his Letters; they could be but 
ill Judges for themſelves; and having ſeen 


him powerfully and gracefully haranguing 


his Audience, were quite captivated with the 
united Charms of a compleat chriſtian Ora- 
Alarmed by the Subject Matter, rouzed 

by the Energy of Expreſſion, and inraptured 
with the Prepriety of his Action, they were 
violently hurried into the moſt paſſionate 
Longing for the ſame Office ; without a pre- 
vious Conſideration of their Incapacity, or of 
that middle Wall of Partition, placed by Gop 
between the Miniſters and Hearers of his 
holy Word ; which muſt neither be thrown 
down, nor broken through. The Apoſtle 
frankly owns the Opinion, which his Ap- 
pearance amongſt a polite and learned People, 
had made thMentertain of him; and as he 
neither 
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neither blames them for their Remark, nor 
attempts to palliate it by an Excuſe, we may 
conclude that it was juſt. His Letters, ſay 
they, are weighty and powerful, but his bodily 
Preſence is weak and baſe, and his Speech con- 
temptible, In the following Verſe he ſeems to 
promiſe Amendment, and aſſures them that 
for the future, ſuch as he was in Word 

Letters, when abſent, ſuch would he be alſo 
in Deed when preſent, When the Imper- 
fections of Nature were expelled; when the 
contracted ones of Habit and Kducation were 
maſter'd and laid aſide; when the Lineaments 
of his Face were taught to be ſtrongly ex- 
preſſive of the real Emotions of the Soul; 
when the Rudeneſs of his Speech had received 
the higheſt Poliſb and Refinement of Art; and 
the Languidneſs of his natural Preſence, had 
been changed into a Vigour, like unto his 
Zeal and adequate to his Knowledge ; and 
when the Word of his LoxpD and Saviour 
was his Subject; what Impreſſions muſt he 
not have made ? But the Misfortune was, 
that too many of the moſt Ignorant, made a 
wrong Ule of thoſe Impreſſiuns. They were 
fired with a Zeal, not of turning to Gop by 
Faith and Repentance; or of bringing forth 
Fruits meet for Repentance ; but for turning 
aſide into the Miniſtry: And would gladly, 
without Doubt, have turned out, or e/bowed 
others, however meet or appointed, to make 


Room enough for themſelv The Gifts of 
| the 
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the Spirit are more earneſtly coveted by ig- 
norant and fooliſh Perſons, than the Fruits ; 
and to ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and 
Angels is prefered to Charity; tho' we are in- 
fallibly aſſured, that Charity is the more ex- 
cellent. It is no Wonder, if ignorant Perſons, 
who are always taken with external and out- 
fide Shews, having ſeen the unwearied Zeal, 
the elegant Addreſs, the Gentleman blended 
with the Scholar, the Harmony of the Voice, 
the Majeſty of the Action, and all heighten'd 
by the moſt exact Correſpondency of the Coun- 
tenance, prefered theſe to the no leſs reſplen- 
dent, but more invaluable Jewel, the pureſt 
Sarpity of Life and Manners. Human Na- 
ture is ſtill the ſame, and the ſame Cauſes 
will produce the fame Effects that they did 
1700 Years.ago. That after fo long and 
great a Darfneſs, an almoſt total Elie ſo 
many bright Lumi naries in Religion ſhould 
ſuddenly make their Appearance in our 
Hemiſphere, and come, like Muſhrooms, ſo 
ſoon to their perfect Maturity, may be a 
My/lery to the moſt deplorably Ignorant ; but 
others know, that they were all kindled from 
the ſame burning Comet. 


I pox'T blame you for endeavouring to 
filence even now, but think you are quite too 
late, that many headed Hydra, which you 
mult be conſcious, received its Birth from your 
Example, and Cowing the ſame, is now 

; holding 
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holding forth its Preachments, to the great 


Scandal of Religion, and the nd 0 the 
e/tabli * Church. 


Mala per longas convaluere Moras. 


THE Apoſtle took Care to cruſh the 
Cockatrice in the Egg: And undoubtedly 
gave Timothy the forementioned Information; 
to this very End, that he ſhould take ſpecial 
Care in ordgining Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
reject all ignorant, tho' zealous c rar | 


I TaINK ] ſee plainly, perhaps I ſee too 
much, that you have ſelected the © gull, 
heavy, blockiſh Miniſters of all Great-Britain 
and | Deland for other Purpoſes than their be- 
ing the Jet of every pert Fool, every lively, 
airy Coxcomb they meet.” To be plain, as 
Men of ſhallow Pates, have commonly the 
{ſtrongeſt Backs, you are laſhing, as I appre- | 
hend, your late Subalterns, ſuch as have; or 
may be ſtill talling off-your Service, over their 
Shoulders, It is true, at firſt planting a Yig 
is exceeding pliant, nothing more ſo; but if 
you once ſuffer it to take deep Root, you may 
make the Attempt ; but will never afterwards 
find it to bend ſo well, as for its own Service. 
You may now lit up your Voice like a Trumpet, 
from the Metropolis of this Kingdom, to the 
remoteſt Parts of it, and found a Retreat; — 
all as you were Gentlemen. Lou to your 

ww Reſ- 


W 


— — * 5 | 
—. — — ww wv —— 2 — — . — 
5 4 * 2 a 23 — — 
. E — 
” 
1 we * 
- | - 4 — g 
+ = * — 
= 1 - — — — — on 
= * _ l 3 — — 1 —ͤ—äe —— — - - 4 - — - — < — 
— — — — — P w f — OE — 
"_ * . - " * * — —— 
— — - * 
- = "> - 
* 
* 
. 


[16] 
Reſpective Trop you to your Board—and 
you to your old Trade of Baſtet- mating; but 
who will regard it? They are got quite Head- 
ſtrong. And ſhould you ſound another Alarm, 
and tell them plainly, that it appertaineth not 


unto them to be Interpreters of the Myſteries 


of the Goſpel, it would prove altogether as 
unſucceſsful as the firſt. Should you thunder 
out your Anathemas, your laſt Reſerve, and 


\ threaten them with eternal Damnation upon 


non Complyance, you would certainly find 
them to a Man, as others have done, ſetting 
up each for himſelf, Your military Man 


would deſerve to be poſted for a cowardly 


Daſtard, if he ſcrupled either to die in the 
Attack, or carry your Aſſembly- Room Sword in 
Hand, provided there was no other Place left 
to pleaſe him. Your Decree of a Point be 
tween Br-th-r and S-n-x, in Favour of the 


former, was looked upon as quite arbitrary, 


and loſt you the latter : Had you decreed in 
Favour of the latter, you had loſt the former: 
Of two Evils, it was confeſſed, you prudently 
choſe by far the leaſt. If you can expect no 
more Reverence or Obedience from ſuch as 
you have been a Nur ſing- Father to, and car- 
ried in your Boſom, you have certainly taken 
the moſt effectual Method to diſguſt the 
whole Body of the Clergy. 


THERE are many Lay-Men of great Repu- 


tation for Learning and Prudence, that don't 
_ ſick 
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ſtick to inveigh againſt the Arcb-Deacums, 
who preſume to give a Charge to their Bre- 
thren ; and I have often Times heard it called 
an intolerable Uſurpation over the Clergy. 
How then will this your Addreſs, or paſto- 
ral Letter, appear to the diſcerning Laity, 
or Clergy ? If you would effectually ſtrike at 
Religion, bring the Clergy into Contempt, and 
the Thing is done. Many Clergymen, when 
they are oblig'd to travel, chooſe to be incag. 
rather than be inſulted by every boiſterous 
Calf. But You have ſhewn their weak Side. 
A hard Word er two will reduce them to 
Silence and greater Contempt. But let me 
here enter-a Caveat in due Time againft the 
indeterminate Abracadabra, and the Welch 
Tongue or we ſhall lie at the Mercy of every 
Aſ5, that ſhall be able to pronounce a Word 
or two of it only. Muſt I refreſh your Me- 
mory? You certainly know, or have heard, 
that a too common Form of. Salutation to a 
Clergyman, at his Entrance into a Room, is, 
G- d d— mn you, Doctor, how do you do? 
but hold I muſt not ſwear, here's a Clergy= 
man in Company. 1 


* You do not ſpeak, you ſay, from a Spirit 
of Anger and Reſentment. You know well the 
Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
Go. Much leſs wou'd you utter one Word 
out of Contempt ; a Spirit juſtly abhorr'd by 
Gop and Man. Neither of theſe can conſiſt 

Cc with 
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with the earneſt, tender Love, which is the 
Motive of your preſent Undertaking,” 
afraid, you will hardly find any Clergyman in 
England or Ireland ſo dull, heavy, or block- 


I am 


1h” as not to perceive the 1rreconcileableneſs 
of theſe mild Expreſſiůns, with the harſher 
Contents of Page the 16 and 17 of your Per- 


formance. But how comes it to paſs, that the 


| Clergy of the eſtabliſh! d Church have no Reſpect 


from your Followers, from ſuch of them eſpe- 
cially, as are ſo remarkably Hood-wink'd, that 
they would certainly follow whither ſoever you 
ſhould be pleas'd to lead them ; and implicitly 
believe whatſoever you ſhould advance? Are 
the Prayers read ſeldomer in our Churches than 
formerly ? Are Sermons leſs frequent? Are 
the Miniſters leſs capable, or leſs diligent in 
performing their Duty ? The contrary in 
many Reſpects is evident. The reviving of 
the late truly pious and charitable Mr. Col- 


fton's Lectures, and preaching them gratis, 


does the Clergy of this City a peculiar Honour. 
What can be aſſign'd for ſo remarkable an 
Ebb in the Tide of their Affections? Ever 
ſince you, Sir, as a principal Agitator, lent 
a Hand to puddle the Fountains, they have 
delighted in troubled Waters. Before that fa- 
tal Time the Current glided on ſmoothly, 
calmly, delightfully ; but now in a rapid and 
turbulent Stream. Some that would al- 
moſt have been contented, even to pluck ot 
their ewn Eyes, to give them to their * 

| will 
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will now as readily ſtigmatize them as blind 
Leaders. I was told by an Eye-Witneſs, with 
a great Deal of Concern, what a ſhocking 
Affront was put on a late moſt worthy ſhop 
of this Dioceſe. Your Followers were flock'd 
together in great Numbers to hear the Rev. 


Mr. , Whoſe Turn it was to preach at 
the College ; but on his Lordſbip's mounting 
the Roſtrum, they left the Church with grumb- 
ling, and as great Precipitation, as tho? his 
Sermon would have actually poiſon'd them, 
or the whole Fabrick had been falling about 
their Ears. Whether this great Alteration 
in Behaviour, be the Effect of direct or indirect 
Teaching, as it was unqueſtionably learnt in 
your Schools, the Clergy are equally oblig'd 
to you for it; and if thoſe Epitbets, which 
you ſo generouſly have diſpers'd abroad, be as 
liberally given to the Clergy in general, with 
the Addition of others, they know whom to 
thank for the Donation. What a Noiſe had 
we about Religion ? what inceſſant ſeeking 
and praying to the Loxp, that he would be 
pleas'd to reveal his Will? whilſt the Sons of 
Belial were undermining the Church and 
State, and unnatural Subjects were moſt cruel- 
ly conſpiring againſt the Life of Gop's Anoint- 
d, our then moſt gracious Sovereign, Charles 
the Firſt. Great was the Company of Prea- | 
chers. Like the Frogs in Egypt they filled 
the Houſes; and like the Locu/ts took Poſ. 
ſeſſion of the Fields. The Colonels and! 
G2 the 
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the Captains, the Drummers and private 
Centinels of the Soldiery, moſt audaciouſly 
became the Trumpeters of the Goſpel ; 
they effectually pav'd the Way with their 
Tongues for their Swords, and prevail'd 
more with the former, than the latter. 
** Five Rabble-charming Words, ſays a Di- 


vine of great Note, did all the M:/chief.— 


The Godlineſs that was then in Vogue turned 
Religion quite out of Doors. —A lawful Mi- 
niſter could hardly walk the Streets, without 
being pit in the Face. I have liv'd, ſays an- 
other, to ſee Religion painted on Banners, and 
thruſt out of Churches. — The People are fal- 
len under the Harrows and Saws of idle and 
impertinent Preachers, who think all Reli- 
gion is a Sermon. And he avers that a plain 
Catechiſm can more inſtru& a Soul, than the 
whole Day's Prate which ſome daily ſpit 
forth, to bid get CRIST, and perſecute his- 
Servants.” The woeful Effects of all this Hy- 
pocriſy and Grimace, are too well known, and 
too ſeverely felt at this Time, to need Am- 
plification. The Tares which Satan, by his 
wicked Agents in this Confuſion, as the moſt 
proper Seaſon, ſowed amongſt the Wheat; 
will never, in all Probability, be rooted out, 
'till the general Harveſt, the End and D:fſo- 
lution of all Things. 


III I not endeavour to ſet the Govern- 
ment againſt you, by publiſhing the Fears and 


Jealouſies 


—— — 
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Fealoufies, which many have long ſince enter- 
tain'd of you; or the Increaſe of them by the 
preſent Situation of our Affairs: But let me 
tell you in plain Terms, that neither you nor 
I, have any the leaſt Reaſon to boaſt of the 
Growth of Piety; but rather the greateſt to la- 
ment the Decay of it amongſt us. If you fay, 
behold our Numbers; you know very well by 
how ſlender a Clue they are led, and by how 


much weaker they are tack'd and held toge- 


ther, Ceaſe that almoſt inceſſant Cl:ck-Clack 
amongſt you; that political Rattle of yours 
to pleaſe Children ; confine them to the more 
important Duty of Prayer only, and the Con- 
{ſequence will ſoon appear. Come, come, 
Hugh Peters, that arch High-Prieſt to the 
Arch-Rebel Cromwell, knew the Force of 
Oratory or Cant full as well as any Man ever 
did, or will. The Hour-Glaſs being quite 
ſpent before his long-ſpunn'd Diſcourſe; he 


very humourouſly turning it upſide-down, 


adds, come my ' Brethren, let us take the 


other Glaſs, I am ſure of this, that ſome 


| Churches throng d at a Sermon, are moſt ſhame- 


fully empty at Prayers only. The Engliſh 
People are obſerv'd to be great Lovers of 


| Oratory ; but ſurely they are too paſſionately 


fond of it, that prefer a Diſcourſe from the 
moſt learned Divine, to the Performance of 
their own Duty ; and that reckon no Sermon, 
no Service. Was I allow'd to be the beſt 
Preacher in England, I wou'd ſacrifice my Re- 

putation 


in the Church. 
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putation in this with Pleaſure; and be content 
as a Reader only to any Congregation, that 
would ſhew an equal, or a greater Rea- 
dineſs to attend the Prayers, than the Sermon 


Vo have another Advantage over us, 
which is very taking with, and attractive of 
many People; and that is extempore Prayer. 
A little Novelty is well plealing to moſt, but 
more eſpecially to the Vulgar. A Fricaſy or 
a minc'd Pye may pleaſe ſqueamiſh Stomachs, 
better than a good Piece of Beef ; but I hope 
the latter, as well as our moſt excellent Li- 
turgy, „ will remain two ſtanding Diſbes, ne- 
never out of Faſhion in theſe Dominions. 
It was an old Complaint of a Divine, there 
is no Enquiry whether there are to be Pray- 
ers, but whether there is to be Sermon. Queen 
Elizabeth, that wiſe Princeſs, never heard 


Sermons but in Lent, affirming that ſhe could 


then lay in ſufficient Sock for a whole twelve 
Months Practice. It was wiſely foreſeen by 
a certain great Per/onage, that hearing would 
ſoon get the Aſcendant over the Vractice of 
our Duty; he therefore gave it the mean Ap- 
hellation of Pulpeting. 
You had ſeveral Reaſons, I apprehend, for 
ſending your paſtoral Letter to this City. The 


See having been for a longer Time than uſual 


vacant, there may poſſibly be a ſtrict Enquiry 
about 
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about as worthy a Succeſſor: His late Lordſhip 
having been univerſally acknowledged an ex- 
cellent Divine, as well as Logician. Seaſon- 
ably therefore, highly ſo, did this Diſplay of 
your Talents ſhine forth at this great Criſis. 
His Lordſhip got his firſt, purely by bis Merit; 
and his laſt Preferment was owing to the ſame. 
As you have given the plaineſt Indication, that 
you © can reduce an indirect to a direct 
Mood; an Hypothetic to a Categorical Syl- 
logiſm, as eaſily as turn your Hand; can 
read into Engliſh one of Davids Pſalms, or 
even the firſt Chap. of Geneſis; in a Word, 
are Maſter of the whole Circle of Sciences; 
if Merit be the only Thing wanting, ſurely 
you are a fair Candidate; and ſtand a good 
Chance for ſo honourable an Employment. 
The Sample you have offered to the Publick, 
evidently demonſtrates, that you are not to 
ſeek, or learn your Duty in the higheſt Station 
of the Church; but can and will enforce the 
ſame, by reproving, rebuking, and exhorting 
with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. | 


Be s1DEs, I think thoſe Extrarrdinaries, 
for which you are ſo much celebrated and re- 
nown'd, were exhibited to the Publick firſt 
of all in this City, as the following examin'd 
Copy of an Original plainly ſhews ; this Cie 
therefore deſerves the higheſt Token of your 
fiacereſt Love and Affection. 


FL eing 
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Being pofitively the laſt Time of Acting. 
For the BexeriT of the AUTHOR, 


l By Mr. W—j—-/4's Company of Tragi-Comedians, 
At the NEW TrzaTRrE in BaLDwin-STREET, 
This preſent Evening will be preſented, a Pious Farce, call d 


THE ENTHUSIAST: 
Or SPIRITUAL MoUNTEBANK. 
The Part of the Enthyfoft by Mr. W—r—rLD, 
Regeneratio, by Mr. J. W—$sL—vr, (being the firſt Time 

of his appearing upon the Stage, ; 

Den Terribello d Dannato by Mr. Hus, 
Don Diſmallo de Tonſorio, by Mr. M -cn--1, 

Don . Collefterio de Pilftro, by Mr. W—LL—s, 
The Ghoſt of Hugh Peters, by Mr. WETHEn. 


WON E N. 
Sigbogroniſſa, by Mrs. GX EvÆEL x, 


Confitenda, by Miſs C—rI—x, 
The Widow Lackit, by Mrs. P=nN—v. 


2222922242222 222S2272202220 S922 
To which will be introduced, 


The Humours of Squire N oopLE, 
And the Two RrLIOGIoUS CoBLERS. 


45 Sguire Noodle, by Mr. S—w—0v, 
Cliſterpipero, the Anabaptiſt Teacher, by Mr. F—sK— , 
Taffy, his Servant, by Mr. Ev@4xs, 


Midwife, by Mrs. NR MER. 

wa Rabble. Coblers, Colliers, Whores, Pickpockets, Anabaptiſls, 
1 | Quakers, Preſpyterians, Cameroniane, Muggletoniaus, Athieſts. 
There will be Singing, and a Chorus of Sighs and Groans. 
fl | The Musick by a SavorarD. 


4 N. B. That Primitive Jigg, commonly known by the Name of 
Apams's Jigg, will be danced by ſeveral behind the Scenes. 


To beyin at Seven o'Clock preciſely. 
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. 
Ix pleaſed Gop, by a ſevere Froſt; in the 
Year 1740, to cut ſhort the Sa of out 
Bread: And all the Neceſſaries of Life were 
at an exceſſive high Price. The Maſters in 
this City, greatly to their Praiſe, allowed and 
encouraged their Labourers to work an ex- 
traordinary Quarter each Day, for the better 
Subfiſtanee of themſelves and Families, Was 
it unreaſonable in a Huſband to expect, that a 
Wife, joined by the ſtricteſt Ties of Duty; 
ſhould alſo at ſuch a hard Time, join in La- 
bour and Endeavours? Your Zeal at that 
Time to attract and allure the infatuated Mul- 
titude, was not the leaſt abated. The cb 


of hearing kept equal Pace with the Ircb of 


teaching. Your Room. was filled with a moſt 
wretched Crew; the Cloathing of many 
hardly affording a decent Covering, or ſuffi- 


cient Warmth for their Bodies. If the ap- 


pearance in publick was ſo ſhocking and diſ- 
graceful to a Chriſtian Nation, what à horrid 
Scene would an Inſpection into theit Houſes 
have diſplayed ? you had ſeen Children ſoak- 
ing in their own Piſs; and wallowing in their 
Dung; the moſt certain Method to induce 
Weakneſs; Diſarders, and Death. You had 
heard them moſt loudly and lamentably cry- 
ing, pinched with Hunger, benumbed with 
Cold: And happy were they who cried them- 
ſelves from ſuch mercileſs Mothers; into the 
kinder Embraces of their Mother Earth. Whilſt 
the nauſfgeous Sty, and every Thing within 
it, maſt ſhamefully ſtood in Need of 1 
5 D | ine 
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lineſs and Labour; all that has been re- 
preſented, and much more that may be ad- 
ded, was unable to balance, much leſs weigh 
down the unreaſonable Longings of an iteb- 
ing Ear, | 


The Huſbands loudly repeated, ye are idle, 
ye are idle; but were as often anſwer'd with, 
we muſt ſerve the Lorp, and fave our Souls. 
When urged: with that plain Text of Holy 
Scripture, he that — not for his own, 
1 ſpectrally thoſe of his own Houſhold, hath de- 
nied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel ; 
they cou'd reply with ſome © Livelineſs and 
Readineſs” of Thought, {ef ye firſt the King- 
dom of Gop, and his Righteouſneſs, and all 
theſe Things ſhall be added unto you. Some 
of thoſe precious Jewels, the Wives, after 
private Admonitions, were publickly repri- 
manded, and ſeverely threaten'd by their 
Huſbands ; and a few refractory ones by a ſe- 
verer Method reduc'd to their Duty. 


THERE is an Argument, which tho' never 
4 produc'd by the Schoolmen, yet neither they, 
you, nor I, can deviſe a better, when 
wilful Blindneſs, and Perverſeneſs are to 
be contended with and maſter'd, It has all 
the Properties of a Noun Subſtantive, to be 
ſeen, felt, heard, and underſtood ; is called by 
1 the Learned, Argumentum batlinum ; by the 
Colliers, a Chaice Hally-Wand ; and is ſeldom 
or never in the foregoing Caſes well apply'd 


but 
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but with Succeſs. Mr. -x, once in the 
Hor ſe-Fair, felt the Weight of it, and was ſo 
well convinc'd of its Efficacy; that I am mi- 
ſtaken, if ever He leads about again as a Sifter, 
the Wife of another Man, for her Edzfication 
and Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs, for a ſingle Meet; much leſs for ſix 
| Weeks together. Was there a Remiſſion of 
your: Peter's Pence, your Capitation Tax, 
Juring this intenſely co cold and ſtarving Sea- 
ſon? I never heard, but that your Exac- | 
tions, or modeſtly Riled Contributions, were 


even then, as at all other Times, moſt 'punc= _ 


tually payed. It would have been deemed. | 
quite unchriſtian to have not done it; he 
would undoubtedly have been eſteemed worſe 
than a heathen Man or a Publican, that would 
not have ſpared, or even drawn ſo W a | 
Sum from his very Bowels. 


Gop Almighty, the Lorp af our Time, 
has been graciouſly pleaſed to reſerve the th 
Day for his Worſhip ; but you moſt uncon- 
ſcionably pinched away one out of the re- 
maining Six. This is a heavy Charge I rea- 
dily grant, but it is moſt certainly true. It 
would be deemed a Diſparagement to your 
Morning and Evening Soul-edifying Lectures, 
with their Appurtenances, ſhould we ſuppoſe 
that leſs than an Hour at a Time can be ſpent 
in your Room, in their Performance. Add to 
this the Time loſt in coming and going; (for 


D 2 8 many 
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many of your Hearers liv'd at a great Diſtance) 
in waiting for the Beginning of your Opera- 
tions; the great Zeal and Forwardneſs in your 

Door-keepers, the remarkable ones for always 
g with the firſt and diſappearing with 
ah laſt ; and you have a clear Demonſtration 
of the Truth. q. e. d. 5 


Hap you, conforming to the Order of our 
Church, began with a proper Sentence of holy 
Scripture, and the Exhortation ; had you 
added the Conf:flion, the Loxp's Prayer, ge- 
neral Thankſgiving; and immediately diſ- 
miſſed them to the reſpective Buſineſs of their 

Callings, or the Care of their Families, with 
the Bleſſing; this Method indeed had been a 
better and more becoming; but then as you 
well foreſaw and fore-knew, would ſoon have 
brought your Addreſs to.“ dearly be- 
voved 28 only. 


. AM e of Opinion with you, that 
the Blockbeaded Boys will by no Means do 
well enough for Parſons; but then I en- 
tirely diſapprove of your turning them over, 
either to the Phyſicians or Lawyers. They 
may indeed, (an Eſtate may deſcend to them) 
ride in a Coach or gilt Chariot; or being 
conſcious they are in no Likelihood of ac- 
quiring them, they may put a bold Face upon 
the Matter, and by marrying rich Midous be 
enabled to keep them. Perhaps upon ſecond 

Thoughts 
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Thoughts, You may approve of the follow- 
ing Amendment. Let the Blockhead, 
propoſe as a Pleader at the Bar, be made a 
Cryer of the Caurt. A good Pair of Lungs, 
and a ſtrong clear Voice, may effectually cry 
him h in that Poſt; but will moſt inevita- 
bly, without other Qualifications, ſoon ry 
him down at the Bar of the Court, Let the 
Blockhead you deſign for a Phyſician be ap- 
prentic'd to a Butcher, A moſt injudicious 
Feeler of the Pulſe may ſoon learn to feel out 
with a ſingle Fingey, the exact Place for ſtab- 
bing a Sheep in the Throat ; and may very 
ſucceſsfully laughter Beats: But would you 
turn looſe ſuch a mercileſs Butcher amongſt 
Mankind? I am perſuaded that no. Parents 
will thank you for, much, leſs follow this 
notable Piece of Advice of yours: Knaves may 
and do thrive, admirably in the former Profeſ- 
ſion; Fools never: The wiſe and the learned 
may ſucceed in the latter Profeſſion, whilſt 
the ignorant and injudicious ſtave. 


You may with the greateſt Reaſon heartily 
wiſh, that you never fall into the Hands of ei- 
ther. You cannot after what has bren ad- 
vanced, prudently truſt either your Perſon, 
or your Cauſe in the Hands of the Gentlemen 
of either Profeſſion. Doctor Ignoramus may 
eaſily convince all Men, that he is ſufficiently 
ſkilled to diſpatch ſuch an opinionated Perſon out 
of the World, ſecundum Artem; and the La-w- 
: | | yer 


i 
44 bd 
# 


L 30 ] 


yer may artfully excuſe his loſing your Cauſe, 
by alledging i it to be your own Fault, for com- 
mitting its Care and Management to a Block- 
bead. The Lawyers may excuſe you, and be 
content with lau *. at the Aſſertion; but if a 
Phyſician ſhould take a proper Opportunity of 


publickly nn, 7p Pulſe gratis; by ſtrongly 


graſping your Wriſt, and kicking your Back- 
fide q. s. to the rectifying your Error ; no one, 
except yourſelf, will think him a Bloekbead 


for fo * 


Bor however you eſcape, the Clergy of 
the eſtabliſhed Church, I fear, will be left in 
the Lurch. For unleſs the Gentlemen of 
thoſe Frofeflions will be ſo candid, as to over- 
look and pardon it ; as ſpoken by one, bro- 
ken' out of Pale, and a Strayer ; weakly, if 
at all connected with the main Body ; 
it is in their Power, as to reſent, ſo to 
retaliate it upon us. Are you ignorant that 
the Determinations at Law, have for a 


long Time, remarkably ended not in our 


Favour? Muſt I remind you of that open 
Declaration, and ſmart Anſwer return'd to 
it? „1 think we have now pretty well got 
rid of thoſe Fellows the Parſons; yes, my 
Lord, and the Buſineſs of the Court too.“ 
That antient and generous Cuſtom for a Phy- 
fician to refuſe a Fee for his Advice from a 
Clergyman, has been growing out of Faſhion 
pretty much of late; and ſhould it become 
quite 


= 
quite obſolete, what Blockbead ſhall we blame 
for it, the Phyſcian or Yourſelf ? Can we for 
the future expect to ſave. our Credit, and our 


Money too ? or rather will it not be pocketted 
with, | | 


Quis niſi Mentis inops oblatum reſpuet Aurum ? 


As to Learning, you muſt know, and have 
obſerv'd from a School-Boy, that the Capa- 
cities of ſome differ from thoſe of others as 
much as their Features, Some have a natu- 
ral Antipathy to this or that particular Branch, 
and ſhine as conſpicuouſly in others. A re- 
markable Inſtance of this Kind occurs to 
my Memory. A young Student having been 
impos'd, by a celebrated Mathematical Lec- 
turer, for Deficiency ; in a few Days after, 
received a moſt heavy Impoſition, from the 
'fore-mention'd Gentleman, for the ſame. 
Thing. The Student ſoon waited upon the 
Lecturer, with his firſt Impoſition; which 
being perus d with great Attention by him, 
he aſks the young Gentleman if it was his 
own Performance? to which being anſwer d 
in the Affirmative, he deſir'd the Student to 
fit down, and examin'd him in the ſtricteſt 
Manner; till being fully ſatisfied, he not on- 
ly excus d the heavy Taſe, but thank'd him. 
It was the general Opinion that this moſt pro- 
found Mathematician, never ſo much as once 
dreamt before that Hour, that it was poſſible 

| for 
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for any Scholar to arrive at a Perfection in 
any Branch, without being Maſter of Marhe- 
matical Learning. My Fellow-Collegian (ſuch 
he was) is now reſident upon a Living; and 
as the Biſhop that ordain'd him, thought 
him well qualified in Reſpect of his Learn- 
ing; it is with Pleaſure I hear he employs 
it to the well-pleafing of his Pariſhioners, 
to their Edification and Comfort. As it is 
Seventy ſeen. in Trade, that a young Lad 
having his Inclinations croſs'd, turns out 
good for Nothing; ſo in Learning, a Pupil 
having his Genius thwarted, remains quite 
ignorant. As the Beauty of the Mind, fre- 
quently more than compenſates for the Defor- 
mity of the Body; fo a Perfection in any fin- 
gle Science, balances the Incapacity of acquir- 
ing the others,. Who would not prefer the 
Ability, of playing upon. the Violin only, to 
the Admiration of all, than with the 
to play upon all Inſtruments of Muſick, 
to the diſguſting the whole Audience? Who 
is not charm'd with Clavius's Reſcue, from 
the Land of Ignorance; whither he was upon 
the Point of being baniſh'd by the Society, for 
an utter Incapacity ? Who, but thinks, he 
made more than Amends, by his extraordinary 
Improvements of a ſingle Science, for his 
intire Tgnorance of all the reft ? I once heard 
a Sermon before the moſt illiterate Con- 
gregation, from a Divine learn'd according to 
your Heart's Defire ; which I then — | 
an 
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and do ſtill think, the moſt barren and un- 
profitable one that I ever heard in my Life. 
It abounded with the Sentiments of the Hea- 
then Philoſophers, agreeable to a ſingle Point 
reveal'd in Holy Scripture, which I never 
heard diſputed or denied by any one. The 
Quotations evinced much reading, and as 
much Time was ſpent in them, as tho' a moſt 
neceſſary Article of our Faith had depended 
upon them. The Diſcourſe being finiſhed 
without drawing a fingle Inference, the whole 
Service was Concluded with as improper a 
Prayer as any in the whole common Prayer 
Book. Grant we befeech thee, Almighty 
Gop, that the Words which we have heard 
this Day with 'our outward Ears, may thro” 
thy Grace be fo grafted inwardly in our 
Hearts, that they may bring forth in us the 
Fruit of good living, to®the Honour and 
Prazfe. of thy Name. thro' Jesus CHRISH our 
Lor am humbly of Opinion that you 
will allow another Miniſter, tho' greatly 
inferior in Learning, might have edified ſuch 
Hearers, full as much as thWlearned Gentle- 
man by reading audibly, and diſtinctly, a 
Homily only. I think you ought to have 
highly blamed ſuch Patrons, as prefer Clerks - 
to Places, in which, they muſt appear with 
Contempt; and not to have laid on more 
Stripes, where a ſevere Puniſhment is ſure to 
follow. Shame ſhall be the Promotion of Fools. 

E „ + NEWAT 


—_ - =? — — = — — * 
i — - 


” 
” 
- RPE 4 _ — —— 2 > —— 
* Y 7 — I 
<a co „ er OO —ññ - - oe — >; 4 — - E 


* - 
- 
- - 
. 
* 1 _ 
* — o 
. vw? 2 F 
- E . - — — — = — - — = m—— — — — — WO * 
— * — — — — — —— — 
2 = * « —_ 
— — —— — -— o— I — _— 
* 
- - —— - 
= l — — 4 4 


[ 34 ) 


.. Wrar you have faid, concerning the In- 


tention of a Miniſter's taking upon him the 


Charge of a Parich, and his quitting it; as 


well as what you have chiefly advanced under 
that Head, ſeems to be very exceptionable 
and unreaſonable. According to what you 
have been pleas'd to aſſert, I cannot fee how 
any Perſon can take upon him the Miniſtry, 


that is ſure of a Competency, or a plentiful 


Income, &c. and you know this to be fre- 
quently the Caſe. It happens ſometimes, 
that a Deacon produces for his Title a Pre- 
ſentation to a Living, when he offers himſelf 
a Candidate for Prieſts Orders, Surely this 
he muſt be ſuppoſed to have in his View. 
What therefore 1s a Qualification in Part, for 
his taking holy Orders, in your Senſe utterly 
unqualifies hig Suppoſe, as it frequently 
happens, a Gentleman out of Charity, edu- 
cates the hopeful Child of poor Parent; and 
afterwards is ſo imprudent, as to promiſe 
upon his being ordain'd, to give him a good 
Living. How glad ſoever ſuch a Son might 
be to relieve the Neceſſities of his Parents, he 
cannot, according to you, accept of it; be- 
cauſe the plentiful Income would cauſe a 
Mixture in his Intention.” Suppoſe then ſuch 
a one ſettled at firſt upon a mean Curacy, 
hardly affording Food and decent Rayment ; 
how would his Heart be elated ; his Breaſt 
inflam'd? And the Bowels of his Compaſſion 

| | enlarged 


Is | 


7 


enlarged, on the N of a Preſentation? 


But how wretched a Change would enſue ? 
What ſhrinking, what chilling of the Bawels, 
would follow on the Information, that he 
muſt not remove, he muſt not change for the 
better; becauſe there was plainly < an A 
of baſer Metal, worldly Gain, filthy. L uere 
in the Caſe ? Suppoſe farther, that many 
Years paſs before the Vacaney happens, and 
when it does, this polite Gentleman-like Cu- 
rate (for ſuch according to you all Clergy mult 
be) following your ſuperexcellent Advice, ne- 
ver waits upon the Patron, &c. but wiſely tar- 
ries at Home, expecting the Steward at leaſt 
to bring and drop the Preſentation into his open 
Hands: And ſuppoſe the Patron, chagrin*d at 
the Behaviour of the unmannerly Booby, be- 
ſtows the Living upon another Clergyman ; 
ſcarce two Perſons in all Great-Britain will be 
ſorry at his Diſappointment. . By what Com- 
mandment of the Lox p? By what Precept of 
his holy Apoſtles? Or how in common Senſe, 
(to omit Chriſtian Prudence) is a Clergyman 
to be ſtaked down worſe than a Bear, for his 
Life? Will his taking to a better Living diſ- 
qualify him for doing more Good to himſelf, 
or to his diſtreſſed Neighbour? Or, Will his 
removing, cauſe the Word of Gop and his Sa- 
craments, to be neither preached, nor admi- 
niſtred in that Pariſh any more? Is the holy 
Ghoſt, in the Senſe you affign, to be confined 
to him alone; or is it not to be given thro' 
IH ether 


Changes on the Words Money 
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other Hands alſo? Why then ſuch ringing of 


and Gift, Gife 
and Money? Why that hard, not to ſay, un- 
charitable Reflection? He, 7z. e. the Holy 
G, ſhall be given no more thro' your Lips 
or Hands, if you have no more Money for your 

| Why that Vehemency of Exclama- 
tion? O Simon, Simon ! I cannot compare you 
with Simon Magus : You are many Degrees 
beneath him. What, Prudence in a Clergy» 
man to fight fooliſhly even againſt the Ele- 
ments ? to. contend in a Don Qui xotian Way 


Vith the yiolent, but natural Dsſerders of ſome 


Places, which ſeldom fail to attack Stran- 
gers? . To impair and 2 his Health. the 
moſt precious and in valuable Bleſſing he enjoys, 
next to a good Conſcience. Did you never 
read the ſecond Edition of Ovid de triſtibus, by 
2 Grate? 2 


% Had mournful Ovid been to Br—nt confin'd * 
His-Triſtibus more movingly he'd pen d. 
Gladly he'd have exchang d this miry Slough, 
For colder Pontus, and the Seythian Snow. 

Agues and Fevers with us as conſtant reign, _ 

A s the Itch in Scotland or the Flax in Spain. 
Sure this is Nature's Jail, for Rogues deſign'd ; 
Whoever lives in Br—nt muſt live conſin d.“ 


“ But it is not his taking, but his ſeeking a 
Salary, that you blame.” A poor Curate muſt. 
fit down under the ſunny Bank of a warm 
Hedge, and quite unmindful of colder Sea- 
vis a ſon 
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- ſons ſoon ſucceeding, ſuffer the Halt, the Blind, 
and the Cripples to fe Poſſeſſion of every good 


Curacy, till the Froſt and Snow, Cold and 
Hunger, correct him for his Folly, and chat 


tize him for his Negligence, 


Tux Intention and Deſign of every one in 
undertaking the Office of a Miniſter are, Lhope, 
the Glory of Gop, and the Welfare of Souls 
committed to his Charge: But why any one 
that has accepted of a ſmall Living, (or rather 
the Shadow of one) ſhould not.exchange | 
it for a better, is a Myſtery to me, if not to you, - | 
who pick a . —— (ue of th 
Spoils of the parochial Clergy, and contentedh 
ſhelter yourſelf under this moſt ſanctified Falls. 

cy on your Audience, © that you defire or wiſh 

not to die worth more than ten Pounds, which 

(in Engliſp) means, that you would never wiſh 

to be poſſeſs d of leſs at every Period of your 

Exiſtence. Is a Miniſter leſs able to diſcharge 

the weighty Offices of his Truſt, when he 

is freed and diſengag'd from the urgent Cares 

of providing for the real Neceſſities of Life ? 

Ad! to this a. Wife, and by Gop's great Bleſ. 

fing a numerous Family ; and in what Man- 

ner will a ſmall Living maintain a large Fami- 

ly? © It will not cloath them, you fay, in Pur- 

ple and Jos pant nor N them to fare 

ſumptuouſiy every Day: but let me tell yu, 
405 nobly owe, the firſt Garment be wholly 

6 paid 
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| umph 
well whoſe Incumbent, a living Iuſtance of the 

above "Diſtreſs; being told by a certain Per- 
ſon, that he admit d f. 


Readineſs of 


| preſent Age, as it has been truly, 
mentably confeſs'd in the Days of old, that 
the Miniſter is frequently, not by his own 
Fault, but his Mis 
in the Pariſh ? It is obvious why in your 
Pattern to the Flock you have inſiſted u pol 
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paid: for, when the ſecond is taken up; if the 


ſecond Shirts and Shifts of coar/e Linnen are 
not enter'd upon Book with the former ; the 


Calf eaten in the Cows Belly; and a Meal of 
Greens go down with a little Salt, excluſive of 
Bacon. It will not maintain them, you add, 
in Pomp and Grandeur, in elegant Luxury, in 


faſhionable Senſuality. Let me tell you again, 


tis cruel to expoſe, but it is monſtrous to tri- 
over Poverty; I know the Pariſh very 


ow he could ſleep, in 

voly'd as he was in Debt; replied with great 
Speech, That he had more 
Reaſon to wonder how his Creditors, the 
Payment being fo precarious, could take 
their Reſt, Ts it not as well known in the 
tho' la- 


rtune, the pooreſt Man 


Love, but not mention'd Charity. You had 


indeed aſked a little before, am I zealous of 


Works? As T have Time do I do Good 
to all Men? and that in every Kind, andin 
as high a Degree as I am capable! ? You 
know full well where a Cup of cold Wa- 
ter is the utmoſt Ability of the Donor, Com- 


Paſſion 
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paſſion muſt ſtand for Relief; pitying ſupply 
the Want of proper Remedy in Szckneſs ; 
and in all other the like Inſtances the Vi 
muſt be accepted for the Deed. What Law 
of Gop or Man obligeth a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel to be as forgetful of his Offspring as 
the Silk-worm ?_ or that having, like it, ſpent 
his Strength, ſpun. out his very Bowels for 
the Service of others; to leave the Wife of 
his Boſom, and the Fruit of his Body, as 
they do their Eggs, to the Care of others? 
He wholegingiſpenſable Duty is, to exhort 
Parents to lay up for their Children; to re- 
buke unnatural ones in the ſevereſt Manner 
for ſo unpardonable a Neglect; and who 
ought unqueſtionably to recommend it by 
his own Example, is himſelf utterly deſti- 


tute of the Means. But you have not men- 


tioned one Word of providing for their own ; 
being conſcious it would be moſt ridiculous 
to command an Impotfibility. Nay, what 
our Forefathers, in great Wiſdom, permit- 
ted the Clergy, for a better Maintenance, to 
exerciſe their Hands with harder Labour than 
that of holding the Pen, you not only diſ- 
courage, but utterly condemn. But many 
of the Clergy experimentally know, that it 
is not every one's Lot to live by his MVits; 
and are patient and content in endeavouring 
to get a little better Bread by their Induſtry 
on the ordinary Days, than the Sweat of their 
Faces would have procur'd them on the Loxp's 
Day only. Hap 


( 
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Hap you lived in the Apoſtles Days, and 


ſurpriz d St. Paul, working with his own 


Hands to ſupply his Neceſſity; to what a De- 
oree of Zeal and Indignation wou'd your 
meek Spirit of Reſentment have been rais'd? 
For ſurely it wou'd have ſeem'd but reaſon- 
able,. it muſt naturally have been thought 


highly ſo; that he who had proved ſuch an 


over Match by his Reaſoning and Deductions 
for the wiſe Men and Philoſophers at Athens, 
and had rais'd ſuch an Admiration of him- 
felf at Corinth, ſhould rather, Mn employ- 


ing his Needle in Tent-Stich, have been uſing 


his Tongue, the beſt Member that he had, 


and to the Glory of his Goo. 


to the more important York of the Miniſiry, 


IAN per ſwaded that under the Head of 


good Breeding, you are guilty of another 


wilful Omiſſion. You certainly know that 
* the Addreſs, the Eaſineſs, and all the 
Courteſy of a Gentleman, Joined with the Cor- 
rectneſs of a Scholar; make atleaſt an im- 

erfect, if not a ridiculous Figure, without 
An Actor 
perſonating one of the beſt bred Men in 
the World, one of the fineſt Gentlemen,“ 
knows perfectly well, how vain an Attempt 
it would prove, to aim at © a Propriety of 


the Embelliſhments of the Taylor. 


Behaviour,” without a Propriety of Dreſs. 


Nil habet infelix Paupertas durius in Se, 
Quam quod ridicules Homies fact,” 


*** 
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Many of the. inferior Clergy, however tole- 
rable Maſters of the Fiddle and a Dance, 
muſt patiently ſubmit to have the Graceful- 
neſs of their Motion, and Elegance of their 
Addreſs, to be proportionably leveled with the 


Meanneſs of their outward Garb. © A certain 
Chancellor beholding to how low an Ebb the 
Value of the Livings in his Dioceſe had 
been gradually reduced, and that they were 
fall ſinking; gave it as his Opinion, that in 
a little Time, few Clergymen in it would 
be able to afford to purchaſe a, Goon and 


Caſſick for themſelves. I wiſh from the ver, 


Battom of my Soul, that every Clergyman 
bad an Income, enabling him to ſupport 


with Decency the Dignity of his Character; 


to brighten it with Love, and enamel it 
with Charity: In a Word, to be in a Capa- 
city 70 do Good unto all Men, and to make a 
convenient Proviſion for his whole Family, 
or a prudent Reſerve for himſelf ; and if this 
were the Caſe few wou'd then accept of, and 
fewer defend Pluralities. i 


WB ar would be imprudent in any Man is 
highly blameable in a Clergyman, viz. not to 
provide for future Chances. Whilſt he is in 
the Body he is ſubje& to Sickneſs, to Acci- 
dents, and muſt bow down under the Infir- 
mities of Age. Since my Remembrance a 
 Phyfician's Fee is increas'd three-fourths, and 
a Surgeon's Bill is become equally proverbial 
with a Taylor's. A Friend, which is as 4 Man's 

F own 


5 ES 
"1 Soul, may alſo fall into ſuch Diſtreſs as 
't may be entirely out of his Power to emerge 
rom. Now it muſt be very cutting to any Man, 
much more to a Clergyman, to be in a Ca- 
pacity only to ſympathize with, but not 
eaſe ſuch a one from the E Weight 


he labours under. I am very much miſtak- 
en, if the Loſſes ſuſtain'd by the late hard 

Froſts, are not ſenfibly felt by ſome Clergy- 
men to this Day. Much was ſown, but very 
little, eſpecially in ſome Parts of the King- 
dom, brought into the Barns. Great Abate- 
ments were made out of a tender Compaſſion 
for the heavy Loſſes ſuſtain'd by their Pari- 
ſhioners by ſome, who were not only Fel- 
low-Sufferers, butgreatly diſtreſs'd themſelves, 


 SyouLD a Clergyman divert himſelf pro- 
' fitably by ſhooting ſuch Birds, as, like the 
'  Quails around the Iſraelites Camp, ſeem to of- 
fer themſelves freely, for his Uſe and Bene- 
fit; or aſſiſt in deſtroying with Dogs, ſuch 
Vermin as would ſoon 7xcreaſe upon them, 
to the great Loſs of his own, as well as his 
; Neighbour's Lambs and Poultry; it would, 
it ſeems, according to you, amount to an 
unpardonable Crime. St. John's diverting. 
himſelf with a tame Partridge, kept on 
Purpoſe, may raiſe your Pity rather than 
provoke your Spleen, as being a certain 
Indication that Age had got the Aſcend- 
ant over Reaſon ; when a Diſciple fo belo- 
ved by his Lord and Maſter could fink ſo far 
beneath 


tan} 


beneath the Dignity of a Man, not to fay a 
Chriſtian, as to ſhew a Paſſion for ch:1d:/h 
Things. You ſeem to have an Eye to that 
Text of holy Scripture, Bodily Exerciſe pro- 
fiteth little, but Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
Things ; and to underſtand the latter Part in its 
full Extent, but not to allow the former 
Part to profit a little ; rather, as being en- 
tirely inconſiſtent . with the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, that it doth not profit at all. I am 
humbly of Opinion, that being ſeaſonably, 


properly, and ſufficiently uſed, that fœtid, 


prurient Matter would be effectually diſj- 
charg'd thro' the Pores of the Body, which 
is very. apt to flow from the Tongues and Pens. 
of ſome opinionated Authors. They would 


ſoon find it a grand Specifick, powerful to 
eradicate every Symptom of that Scorbutick 
Diſorder, the Cacoetbes of Scribbling, of dog- 
matically and imperiouſly dictating to Equals, 


bl 


A CERTAIN uire, having rigidly pro- 


ſecuted, or expell'd from their Homes, ſome 


Perſons for catching a few Fiſh, was drawn 


into the following Snare. Three Men, well 
{kill'd in playing at Quarter-ſtaff, for his Skill 


in which the *Squire piqued. himſelf highly, 
agreed that he ſhould either beat them ſingly, 
or that whoſoever of them prevail'd, ſhould 
drub him ſoundly. The Time and Place being 
fix'd on for the Execution, they diſpatch d 
a Meflenger to acquaint him, for h uD-: 

| F 2 Iickly 


e had pub- 


[4] 
. lickly offer'd a Reward for fo doing, that a 
Poacher was catching his Trouts. The Squire 
immediately advancing with his Quarter-Staff, 
his conſtant and uſeful Companion, either to 
annoy others, or to defend himſelf, finds a 
Fellow groping under the Coverts for Trouts, 
two or three of which lay dead on the Ground. 
What Sport, my Friend, ſays the 'Squire ? a 
little, replies the fly Knave, but I hope by 
and by to have much better. Are theſe all 
the Trouts you have taken ? No, Sir; I have 
a fine String of Fiſh a little above. Prithee 
let me ſee them: You ſhall. Then ſtepping 
forwards, he nimbly draws forth his Quar- 
ter-Staff from its Concealment, leaps on the 
Ground, flouriſhes his Weapon, and cries, 
this is the String of Fiſh T have for you, Ma- 
ſter. Are you in earneſt, Friend, ſays the 
"Squire? I am, was the Reply, and you 
ſhall either beat me, or Il drub you dam- 
nably. Come on then, ſays the Squire. 
But alas! in a Trice he came, he ſaw, he 
conquered, The mercilefs Bruiſer, having 
regularly baſtinadoed him from the Heel 
to the Shoulder, turn'd him over, as he 
layed unluckily on one Side, with his Quar- 
ter-Staff on the other. On repeating the 
' fame Operation, the Sguire cries out, doſt 
intend to kill me? No, replies the Bruiſer; 
I don't love thee well enough to be hang'd for 
thee ; you'll find me a Man of my Word, bone 
determin'd that one Side of your Body ſhall 
not 


[ 45 ] 
not laugh at the other. The two Confede- 
rates, that lay in an adjacent -Wood, march'd 
off triumphantly with their Hero, and left 
the 'Squire to ſneak away to his Home as 
well as he could. — 5 


Turs Gentleman killing the leading Dog 
of a Pack of Hounds purſuing their Game 
ath wart his Lands, was thoroughly convinc'd 
at common Law, that he might legally pound, 
but not kill any Creature for a Treſpaſs. ; and 
therefore immediately erects a Pound for Dogs. 
Poor Puſs, ſoon after hunted by the ſame Pack 
of Hounds, runs cloſe by a Clergyman's Houſe, 
in the Porch of which he then happened to 
ſit with a Book. The Clergyman cloſing the 


Book, quits the Pleaſure of reading, for the 


Diverſion of hunting. The aforeſaid Squire, 
hearing the Hounds coming on in full Cry 
towards his Eſtate, ſummons his Servants ; 
who by a Stratagem caught two or three of 
the Dogs, and actually pounded them. The 
Clergyman finding his Sport ſpoil'd, and be- 
ing acquainted with the Cauſe, immediately 
attempts a peaceable Retreat to his Houſe. 
The *Squire loudly calls after him, and upon 
his facing about, aſks whether he had ever 
read in his Bible, that any of the Apoſtles 
went a hunting? The Clergyman con- 
feſs'd, that no Mention being made of hunt- 
ing in thoſe Places where they preach'd, he 
never read the Apoſtles went a hunting; but 
| _ | — . _—_— 
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END that he had frequently read they went 


a fiſhing. This ſeems to be a Licence, an 
Aboftolicat, ant for the innocent Diverſion of 


E the Legality of which no one, it is 
preſum'd, that reads this, will be ſo _ 5 


as * 


Tun Prophets, out "AT, ; AT" the 


Fields, for you muſt not imagine that Device 


to be primarily yallrs, had a Proſecution com- 
menced againſt them in the Court of Kings- 
Bench, by Mr. Attorney General. It was 


concluded, upon a*Conſultation held by the 


Leaders of this famous Troop, that they 
could. only quaſh the Proſecutiam by bully. | 


ing the Lord Chief” Fuftice., They declared 


therefore to his Face, that Gop had imme- 
diately ſent them, to threaten him with eter- 
nal Damnation, unte he ut a Stop to the 
Proſecution commenced in his Court, againſt 
the Prophets that were ee ing in this 
Land for its Good. You may * upon 
it, Gentlemen, replied the Lord Chief Juſtice, 
that you have received your Direction wrong. 
The Attorney General may, but Go knows 
it is not in my Power to do it. Thus after 
your Mountain has been in Labour ; after ſo 
many violent Throws, and Pangs; you are 
eaſed of your Fardel, to the Mirth of the 
Spectators, as many a Woman feigning herſelf 
Pregnant has been; and the Compoſition evi- 


dently demonſtrates. the Parent. Therefore 
WH when 
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